COLIN COOPER
1926 - 2012

WE RECEIVED the unexpected and sad news that Colin had died on 25 August following a massive
stroke the previous evening. As a mark of respect we are not including any editorial in this issue.
Colin’s editorials have been featured on this page in Classical Guitar magazine for over 30 years.
However Colin’s final Gruppetto can be read on page 38 of this issue. In addition we have reprinted
on page 30 his July 2006 article ‘An Editor Looks Back’ as a reminder of his unique and illustrious
career in the world of music and the guitar.

Colin Cooper was recognised internationally as one of the world's foremost writers on the classical
guitar, yet he did not begin to play the guitar until the age of 36. Tuition under various teachers cul-
minated in his participation in Gilbert Biberian's advanced course at the Chiswick Music Centre. From
1982 until October 2002 he was the Senior and Features Editor of this magazine, and from November
2002 until May 2011 he was our editorial consultant. Colin continued, as a contributor and reviewer,
writing for Classical Guitar magazine until the day he died. His perceptive interviews, thoughtful arti-
cles and sometimes provocative reviews over the last 30 years displayed his wide knowledge of the gui-
tar and music in general.

Colin Cooper was a unique figure in the music press. A professional writer since his early 20s, he
was the author of five published novels, several performed plays (one of them a TV prize winner) and
innumerable general articles for publications great and small. He contributed a regular column to the
Tokyo magazine Gendai Guitar for 15 consecutive years, and was the first Features Editor of Guitar
magazine, the first four issues of which were published from his house in London. His first book for
guitarists, ‘Did They Like Me’, was published by Doberman- Yppan of Montreal in 2008.

Although Colin never performed as a solo guitarist, he played in ensemble in public performance,
arranged music for the guitar and had two original compositions published. He served as a jury mem-
ber in many international guitar competitions. Colin was also a talented photographer, and con-
tributed very many photographs of guitarists to this and other magazines.

The editors and staff of Classical Guitar magazine send their sincere condolences to his wife
Maureen, two sons Dan and Ben, and grandson Joe.
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Colin Symons Cooper
Born - Birkenhead, England, 5 July 1926
Died - St Leonards, England, 25 August 2012
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